MUSIC


We hear so much music in a week that we may not even notice some of it. Some days, you may hear a school band or orchestra or hear music in a church. You may hear music from records and tapes, or hear on the radio. You hear music during TV shows and movies. People make their own music, too. Whenever you hum or whistle a tune, you are making music. Classes and choirs sing together. Many boys and girls study to become good musicians. They may take singing lessons or learn to play a musical instrument. In some ways, music is a language. People use it to express moods and feelings. Some music is happy, and some is sad. Some is serious, and some can make people laugh. Many popular songs are love songs.


Everydody likes music: some people enjoy classical music, others are fond of popular music. But are all of them good listeners? One of the most important things is to learn to be a good listener. Only then can one learn to understand music. You may say:’It’s very easy! We hear lots of sounds around us.’ But hearing is not listening. Are you really listening to music on the radio while working, before leaving for school or after coming home? I think not, because our ears take in many other sounds besides the music, such as the noises from outside, conversation, or a baby’s crying.


To be a good listener means to listen to music without doing anything else. And that’s not very easy. One has to sit still and concentrate on listening. At last it will become a habit. That’s one thing. The other is to read about composers whose music we are interested in, about their works, about conditions under which those people had to live and create. People often say:’I often go to concerts, as I like music very much.’ They may go to a concert of chamber music, attend a symphony concert, a piano, a violin or a choir concert. It’s all the same to them. Does it mean that they love music or they understand it? And what about you?

Pop music in Britain and the USA
The 1950s It was the decade that rock 'n' roll really started in the USA, with singers like Chuck Berry and Elvis Presley, and bands like Bill Haley and the Comets. There were some amazing haircuts, too!         
 The 1960s In Britain, this was the decade of the Beatles and the Rolling Stones. In America, the Beach Boys (surf music) and Bob Dylan ('protest' folk music) were huge. Other big names in the UK were Pink Floyd and Cream, and in the USA, The Doors, Jefferson Airplane and the Grateful Dead. This was the hippy period - men often wore their hair long, and flared jeans and incredibly bright shirts and jackets were popular.
The 1970s In Britain, punk rock began with the Sex Pistols. They sang songs about anarchy and destruction and called for rebellion. They shocked people by using bad language and insulting the Queen. In those days many teenagers had brightly coloured hair and piercing. Heavy metal started up, with bands like Aerosmith, AC/DC and Kiss. The 1970s were also the period of the first 100% electronically produced disco music.
The 1980s Bands like U2 and REM started in the 1980s. Then hip hop completely changed the music scene with bands like The Beastie Boys and Public Enemy. Some groups played synth-pop, which was music, played on electronic instruments called synthesizers. Depeche Mode and the Pet Shop Boys were very successful at this time.
The 1990s Techno music was started by DJs in the USA, where rock music was still popular. Brit pop was played by two successful bands, Blur and Oasis, who shared the number one spot for years. Rave, house, trip hop, garage music - all different kinds of dance music - made their way into British parties. Boy bands and girl bands like The Backstreet Boys, The Spice Girls and 'N Sync started to appear.             
  THE EARLY 2000s Boy bands continue to do well, and Robbie Williams' style of music makes him a hit. Indie music is played by guitar bands like Travis and Coldplay, and solo singers like Britney Spears and Jennifer Lopez have become popular.
