MUSIC

We hear so much music in a week that we may not even notice some of it. Some days, you may hear a school band or orchestra or hear music in a church. You may hear music from records and tapes, or hear on the radio. You hear music during TV shows and movies. People make their own music, too. Whenever you hum or whistle a tune, you are making music. Classes and choirs sing together. Many boys and girls study to become good musicians. They may take singing lessons or learn to play a musical instrument. In some ways, music is a language. People use it to express moods and feelings. Some music is happy, and some is sad. Some is serious, and some can make people laugh. Many popular songs are love songs.


Everydody likes music: some people enjoy classical music, others are fond of popular music. But are all of them good listeners? One of the most important things is to learn to be a good listener. Only then can one learn to understand music. You may say:’It’s very easy! We hear lots of sounds around us.’ But hearing is not listening. Are you really listening to music on the radio while working, before leaving for school or after coming home? I think not, because our ears take in many other sounds besides the music, such as the noises from outside, conversation, or a baby’s crying.


To be a good listener means to listen to music without doing anything else. And that’s not very easy. One has to sit still and concentrate on listening. At last it will become a habit. That’s one thing. The other is to read about composers whose music we are interested in, about their works, about conditions under which those people had to live and create. People often say:’I often go to concerts, as I like music very much.’ They may go to a concert of chamber music, attend a symphony concert, a piano, a violin or a choir concert. It’s all the same to them. Does it mean that they love music or they understand it? And what about you?

WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART

W.A.Mozart was one of the most amazing musicians who ever lived. At the age of only 5 years he was playing concerts all by himself on the harpsichord – an instrument that is something like a piano.

His father, Leopold Mozart, was also a musician and composer. He took his talented young son to many cities in Europe and arranged for him to play for kings and nobles. For part of the year, father and son travelled. The rest of the year, they were at home in Austria with Wolfgang’s mother and sister.


Mozart soon began to write music as well as play it. By the time he was 8, orchestras were playing his compositions. He spent the rest of his life playing and composing music. He wrote more than 40 symphoniies for orchestras to play. He also wrote operas, including ‘The Marriage of Figaro’, still one of the most popular in the world.


Mozart had many disappointments and never earned a very good living. He died in 1791, when he was only 35 years old.
QUESTIONS

1. Many people like music. But are all of them good listeners?

2. Is it difficult to learn to be a good listener?

3. Do you think a person really loves music if he enjoys all kinds of concerts equally?

4. What kind of music do you like – classical, popular or chamber music?

5. What can help you to understand the music of a certain composer?

6. How often do you listen to music? Do you often go to music concerts?
7. Who’s your favourite composer? What do you know adout him,
8. What is your favourite orchestra or pop group?

9. Do you play a musical instrument? Are you good at it? Do you like music lessons? Why?

10. Have you got any records? Are they expensive? What records do you collect?

