JAZZ

   A new type of music called jazz was developed by black Americans at the beginning of the 20th century. Today, jazz is still one of the most distinctly American art forms. The first jazz was played by black Americans in the dance halls of New Orleans in the early 1900s. Today, jazz remains a popular musical style not only in the United States but also in countries all over the world.
   The story of jazz is one of a musical form totally unlike any before it, even though jazz grew out of music that had existed for centuries. Jazz was not learned in schools. Many of its creators could not even read music. Early jazz often was not performed in formal concert halls with quiet, seated audiences like other music. Instead, jazz shows were outdoor events during which people marched, moved about, or sometimes rode in horse-drawn wagons.

   The immigrants brought many musical traditions together in America, but this alone did not account for the rise of jazz. Jazz needed the American environment and the experience of a special group of people – the slaves – to give it shape.
   What made jazz different? It was experimental music that broke away from traditional musical forms. While it used the musical scales, melodies, and traditional instruments of the Europeans, it was not meant to be played as written. In fact, very little jazz was written. Jazz was a highly personal music that focused on individual interpretation and rhythm. The jazz musician had the freedom to compose and reshape the music according to his or her feelings. The freedom to change and experiment with the music while playing it – known as improvisation – is a main ingregient of jazz. 
   It took time for jazz to grow in a distinct musical form, but this happened around the turn of the century. New Orleans had considerable influence on the development of jazz. It was a city full of music and good times influenced by several cultures – Spanish, French, Anglo-American, and African-American. Dances, parades, parties, shows, and banquets were common events that attracted many musicians. Music could be heard all day long. French dance music, Spanish rhythms from the Caribbean, religious music, blues, slave work songs, and opera all mingled. This atmosphere created an ideal place for jazz to grow.
   But the inspiration for jazz came mainly from music, the feelings – in short, the history – of blacks in America. Black slaves were denied the chance to practice their African customs in America, and most were denied the opportunity to an education. So they found other ways of self-expression. Music was a large part of this, and it developed into distinct styles. Blues and ragtime were the forerunners of jazz, and by the early 1900s, this new and recognizable style of music was being played by bass bands throughout the streets of New Orleans.

  The popularity of jazz in New Orleans began to fall in 1917. Many bars closed down. Musicians, out of work, began to leave the city. Some took Mississippi riverboats northbound. During the 1920s, Chicago became the new centre for jazz. Other musicians traveled from California to New York, and even went on to Europe. As jazz spread, it gained popularity and developed new forms. Jazz musicians have continued to improvise, and because of this, jazz music has continued to change and evolve (развиваться) .
   Jazz means different things to different people, and even the most enthusiastic jazz  fans are sometimes unable to agree on what jazz is or how it should sound. But all agree that jazz is a truly American art form. 
