CONCERT REVIEW

Have you ever been to a rock concert? I went to one last Saturday at Pinecrest, a public park near Bath, and it was fantastic. It was an all-day event with six different bands, including The Runners, my favourite group. It was only nine o’clock in the morning when I got there, so I watched as they set up the speakers for the sound system. One of the men working there even asked me to help, so I ran over and gave him a hand.


The concert started at eleven o’clock, and since I had helped earlier I was allowed to sit at the edge of the stage. I was almost close enough to touch the performers. The best part of the concert for me was when The Runners appeared. I couldn’t believe it when Eddie Eason, The Runner’s lead singer, walked out holding his silver guitar. I felt very excited to be so close to my favourite singer. Everyone started clapping. Eddie stopped right in front of me, leaned over, and told me to enjoy the show. Then he started singing all of his hits. We all joined in with him and danced to the music. The rest of the concert was wonderful, and everybody had a great time.
Walking home, I felt exhausted, but also delighted that I had had the chance to see my favourite band and talk to Eddie in front of five thousand people.
POP STYLES

The Blues: traditional black American music. ‘Blue’ means ‘sad’, and many blues songs are about how hard life is.

Gospel: originally sung by African slaves. The happy, emotional songs are still heard in churches in the southern USA.


Rhythm and Blues: black workers in the USA moved from farms to the cities. They mixed the blues with gospel and played it electric guitars – this became ‘rhythm and blues’.


Country and Western: the music of poor white Americans in the 1930s and 1940s. It is still the most popular music in the southern USA.

           Rock and Roll: white teenagers in the 1950s discovered rhythm and blues, but many radio stations would not play ‘black’ music. Elvis Presley was one of the first singers to mix rhythm and blues and country and western. The result was ‘rock and roll’.           


 Rock : a style of popular music that developted from rock and roll.

            Soul: a mixture of gospel and rhythm and blues. Some styles are named after the record label(e.g. ‘Motown’) or they may be given other names such as ‘funk’ or ‘disco’. The most successful soul artists are probably Stevie Wonder and Michael Jackson.

British Beat: The Beatles in the 1960s mixed rhythm and blues, rock and roll, and soul music. The new style was ‘beat’ music. Groups used drums, bass and two guitars with vocal lead and harmony.


Heavy Metal: a style based on blues and rhythm and blues, but with the electric instruments so they are loud.


Reggae: this started in Jamaica and is a mixture of music from African roots and rhytjm and blues. Bob Marley made it popular.


Rap: in the 1980s DJs in American clubs began half singing and half talking over instrumental records. This is called ‘rap’. West American speech rhythms survive in rap.
           Classical : formal music that people have enjoyed for a long time and is of a very high standard.

            Flamenco : a style of traditional Spanish guitar music for people dancing the flamenco.

            House : a style of popular music with a strong rhythm and drum beats.

            Irish folk : traditional music from Ireland.

            Jazz : popular music from African-American musicians that has many styles from gentle sad tunes to strong rhythms.   
            Salsa: a style of popular music and dancing from Cuba with lots of rhythms.  

