1. Julia was / were watching TV.

2. The girls were / was washing up.

3. John and Peter were / was eating an ice-cream.

4. I was / were working in the kitchen.

5. Sally wasn't / weren't doing her homework.

6. The boys weren't / wasn't playing football.

7. The boys' father wasn't / weren't driving to work.

8. Peter wasn't / weren't making his bed.

9. The girls' mother wasn't / weren't cleaning the house.

10. Mrs Pearson was / were shouting at her pupils.
Fill the gaps using the verb in brackets in the past continuous tense.


1 ________________ letters all day yesterday. (write)

2
You ________________ very slow about it. (be)

3
You ________________ on the phone for hours and hours. (talk)

4
They ________________ much business before lunch. (do NEGATIVE)

5
She ________________  to me all week. Silly cow. (speak NEGATIVE)

6
It ________________  for long. (rain NEGATIVE)

7
What ________________ you ________________ when I phoned yesterday? (do)

8
________________ you ________________TV when it happened? (watch)

9
What ________________ you ________________ at the party? (wear)

10
He ________________  horrible to everyone, the nasty pig! (be)
1. I spoke to my teacher. I was  to my teacher. 

2. She listened to the song. She was  to the song. 

3. My friend laughed at my joke. My friend was  at my joke. 

4. She was silly. She was  silly. 

5. I sang. I was  yesterday. 

6. They did their homework. They were  their homework. 

7. My boss planned a meeting. My boss was  a meeting. 

8. We had a party. We were  a party. 

9. The band played a beautiful song. The band was  a beautiful song. 

10. I tried to explain. I was  to explain.

Using the words in parentheses, complete the text below with the appropriate tenses

1. A: What (you, do)  when the accident occurred? 

B: I (try)  to change a light bulb that had burnt out. 

2. After I (find)  the wallet full of money, I (go, immediately)  to the police and (turn)  it in. 

3. The doctor (say)  that Tom (be)  too sick to go to work and that he (need)  to stay at home for a couple of days. 

4. Sebastian (arrive)  at Susan's house a little before 9:00 PM, but she (be, not)  there. She (study, at the library)  for her final examination in French. 

5. Sandy is in the living room watching television. At this time yesterday, she (watch, also)  television. That's all she ever does! 

6. A: I (call)  you last night after dinner, but you (be, not)  there. Where were you? 

B: I (work)  out at the fitness center. 

7. When I (walk)  into the busy office, the secretary (talk)  on the phone with a customer, several clerks (work, busily)  at their desks, and two managers (discuss, quietly)  methods to improve customer service. 

8. I (watch)  a mystery movie on TV when the electricity went out. Now I am never going to find out how the movie ends. 

9. Sharon (be)  in the room when John told me what happened, but she didn't hear anything because she (listen, not) . 

10. It's strange that you (call)  because I (think, just)  about you. 

11. The Titanic (cross)  the Atlantic when it (strike)  an iceberg. 

12. When I entered the bazaar, a couple of merchants (bargain, busily)  and (try)  to sell their goods to naive tourists who (hunt)  for souvenirs. Some young boys (lead)  their donkeys through the narrow streets on their way home. A couple of men (argue)  over the price of a leather belt. I (walk)  over to a man who (sell)  fruit and (buy)  a banana. 

13. The firemen (rescue)  the old woman who (be)  trapped on the third floor of the burning building. 

14. She was so annoying! She (leave, always)  her dirty dishes in the sink. I think she (expect, actually)  me to do them for her. 

15. Samantha (live)  in Berlin for more than two years. In fact, she (live)  there when the Berlin Wall came down. 
Past Continuous - Questions 


Make past continuous 'wh' or 'yes / no' questions 

1) When you arrived at the party  (Alan/dance)? 

.
2) When you arrived at the party  (Susie/drink gin)? 

.

3) When you arrived at the party  (John and Ann/sing)? 

.

4) When you arrived at the party  (Luke/talk to the girls)? 

.

5) When you arrived at the party  (Jodie/put on make up)? 

.

6) When you arrived at the party  (we/cook)? 

.

7) When you arrived at the party  (Jane/play the guitar)? 

.

8) When you arrived at the party  (David/read a book)? 

.

9) When you arrived at the party  (Francis/sit in the corner)? 

.

10) When you arrived at the party  (everybody/have fun)? 

.

11) When I saw you and Lucy last night, where  (you/go)? 

.

12) When I saw you and Lucy last night, what  (you/do)? 

.

13) When I saw you and Lucy last night, who  (you/meet)? 

.

14) When I saw you and Lucy last night, what  (Lucy/wear)? 

.

15) When I saw you and Lucy last night, what  (you/eat)? 

.

16) When I saw you and Lucy last night, what  (you/drink)? 

.

17) When I saw you and Lucy last night, why  (Lucy/smoke)? 

.

18) When I saw you and Lucy last night, who  (you/talk to)? 

.

19) When I saw you and Lucy last night, what  (you/carry)? 

.

20) When I saw you and Lucy last night, how  (Lucy/feel)?
Past simple, past continuous exercises

A. Complete the sentences with past simple or past continuous tense.

Every day James Lullaby travels to London. Yesterday he .................................. (drive) his car,

when he .................... (see) a dog in the middle of the road. The dog ............................. (watch)

the car. James ................................... (stop) and .................................. (get) out of his car. As he

....................... (get) out, the dog ....................... (run) away. James .......................... (go) back to

his car. While he ............................... (get) in it, the dog ................................ (appear) again and

............................... (sit) down in the middle of the road. James ...................... (start) the engine,

but the dog ............................. (not move). James ................................. (jump) out of the car and

............................... (shout) at the dog. The dog ............................ (bark) at him and .................... 

(start) to run. James ............................. (follow) the dog. Suddenly, he .......................... (see) two

girls lying on the grass. They ............................ (bleed).

B. Make these sentences negative.

Př. James heard a dog on the road. - No, he didn't hear a dog on the road.

1. James was riding a motorbike. - ...................................................................................................

2. James ran over the dog. - ...............................................................................................................

3. James threw a stone at the dog. - ..................................................................................................

4. The dog was barking at James all the time. - ..............................................................................

5. The dog bit James. - .........................................................................................................................

6. The girls were sitting on the grass. - ..............................................................................................

C. A policeman is asking James. Make the policeman's questions.

Policeman: ..................................................................................................................................... ?

(what/do/yesterday at 8 o'clock)

James: I was driving to work.

Policeman: ..................................................................................................................................... ?

(what time/meet/the dog)

James: I saw him at about 8.30.

Policeman: ................................................................................................when you saw the dog?

(drive/fast)

James: No, I wasn't.

Policeman: ..................................................................................................................................... ?

(what/the dog/do)

James: He ran away.

Policeman: ..................................................................................................................................... ?

(how/find/the two girls)

James: I followed the dog, when he came back.

Policeman: ..................................................................................................................................... ?

(see/anyone else)

James: No, I didn't.

Policeman: ..................................................................................................................................... ?

(call/an ambulance)

James: No, I didn't. I drove the girls to the hospital.

Answers

A. Complete the sentences.

was driving - saw, was watching, stopped - got out, was getting out - ran away, went back

was getting - appeared - sat down, started - didn't move, jumped out - shouted, barked - started

followed, saw, were bleeding

B. Make the sentences negative.

1. No, he wasn't riding ... , 2. No, he didn't run over ... , 3. No, he didn't throw ..., 

4. No, it wasn't barking ... , 5. No, it didn't bite ... , 6. No, they weren't sitting ...

C. A policeman is asking James.

What were you doing ... ? What time did you meet ... ? Were you driving ... ? What did the dog do? How did you find ... ? Did you see ... ? Did you call ... ?
Make the correct form of the past continuous

1) (he / cook) 

.

2) (she / play cards)? 

.

3) (I / not / cry) 

.

4) (you / not / feel well) 

.

5) (where / I / go when I met you)? 

.

6) (she / not / sleeping at midnight) 

.

7) (I / work)? 

.

8) (you / sleep when I got home)? 

.

9) (it / rain at lunchtime) 

.

10) (what / you / do)? 

.

11) (why / she / run)? 

.

12) (you / not / read) 

.

13) (how / we / do at that time)? 

.

14) (he / not / watch a film at 3pm) 

.

15) (I / do my homework at eight o’clock) 

.

16) (where / it / rain)? 

.

17) (you / shop when I called you) 

.

18) (she / eat dinner when we arrived) 

.

19) (he / live in Tokyo at the time)? 

.

20) (it / snow)? 

.

