The story of jeans
The first jeans were made in 1873in California by Levi Strauss & Jacob Davis.

Levi was a German who came to San Francisco during the Gold Rush. He was a successful businessman. He sold a lot of things that gold miners needed. Among others gold miners needed

strong clothes for their work.

“Jean” was a material made in Europe. It got its name from sailors in Genoa, Italy because their clothes were made from it. Before 1960s jeans were called overalls. The name “jeans” was given to them by teenagers who turned jeans into sportswear & play clothes.
Jean material was used to make work clothes in the 18th century. It was dyed with indigo. Indigo was taken from plants in the Americas & India, & it colored the jean material dark blue. The dark color was practical for work clothes.   

The first jeans with rivets were made in 1873.

Jacob Davis made pants. The miners liked the pants because they were strong. But a big problem was the pockets. They were easily torn away from jeans. Rivets hold the pockets & the jeans together & the pockets didn’t tear.

The first Levi’s label was made in 1886. It had a picture of a pair of jeans & two horses. One horse pulled one leg to the right; the other horse pulled the other leg to the left. This was to advertise that Levi’s jeans were very strong.
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Listen & match the jeans & the date.

1)    The 1960s                     a) worn-looking jeans with holes at the knees

2)    The 1970s                     b) flared jeans 

3)    The 1970s                     c) stone-washed jeans

4)    The 1980s                     d) painted hippy jeans

5)    The 1990s                     e) baggy jeans

