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Advanced Language Practice

Grammar Progress Test 6b (Units 27–28)

1
Some of the following sentences contain a spelling mistake. Write the correct spelling or put a tick in the space provided. 

0
I’ve never seen such an awful film.
(
0
Don’t worry; I’ll make all the neccessary arrangements. 
necessary
1
I could never get up and sing – far too embarassing. 
________________

2
The new working hours don’t really effect me. 
________________

3
The recommended dosage is three pills in 24 hours. 
________________

4
The sad reality is, not enough people care. 
________________

5
The continous hammering was driving me mad. 
________________

6
Bring your Pokemon cards and we’ll do a swop. 
________________

7
She dived to a depth of 20 metres. 
________________

8
The equipment used has been standardised. 
________________

9
That is extremely iresponsible behaviour. 
________________

10
I thought it was a terribly disapointing film. 
________________

2
Correct the punctuation in the three paragraphs by adding or removing suitable punctuation. You need to make five changes in each paragraph.

The big new thing in personal fitness, is the medicine ball. Yes, you heard me correctly, those huge, heavy leather balls, you used in the school gym, if you’re over 30 that is. The medicine ball is lifted held and thrown in various position’s, thereby enabling the use of muscles that traditional training programmes do not exercise. This means the body is sculpted in new ways.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

There is nothing more annoying in the whole world than not being able to find two socks, which match. this problem becomes all the more pertinent when, at 8.30 in the morning you have ten second’s left in which to decide, ‘Shall I go to work with no socks or one grey and one black.’

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Collins cursed loudly flicked the indicator switch and pulled in to the side of the road. Sure enough the tyre had blown, and the Spare would take a good fifteen minutes’ to put on, even for him. If he was late, Cindy would never speak to him again. He wondered ‘why fate always seemed to conspire against him’ when it really mattered.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

3
Underline the correct word or phrase which best completes each gap in the text. 

In this extract from his book ‘Travels around Europe’, Marcus Sandwell describes his experiences in Bulgaria.

The day we arrived in Sofia on the overnight train turned out to be a public holiday, so no shops were open. (0) All the same/First of all/To make matters worse, it was about ten degrees below zero, and the combination of empty stomachs and freezing mist sent our spirits plummeting. (1) While/By the way/Thus we were heartily relieved when, four hours later, we finally found a restaurant open in a park. We ate like there was no tomorrow, (2) even though/on the contrary/to be honest it was rather expensive. (3) What’s more/Broadly speaking/In contrast , we found the Bulgarians very friendly, intensely so. It seemed they wanted to know everything about us, with no detail omitted, (4) although/however/whereas small. We communicated with them in German (5) not only/even so/as well as English, and most of the young people seemed equally happy in either language. (6) However/Indeed/For one thing , they would often flick over from one language to the other in mid-sentence. 

In the afternoon, fate and the walking crowds took us to the zoo, where, probably 
(7) to a large extent/in addition to/as a result of eating enough for three people, Henry was violently sick. Our embarrassment was such that we left him, rather appropriately, in front of the pigs’ enclosure. He caught up with us in the snake house, furious that we had left him. (8) Consequently/Whereas/Hence , he refused to speak to us until tea time, when his spirits perked up again. 

Henry’s stomach continued to play up that evening; (9) even so/what’s more/
to tell the truth , we decided to stay out, as there was a music festival on. 
(10) Having said that/On the contrary/Besides , we couldn’t let Henry’s notoriously disfunctional digestive system spoil the party. 

5
In most lines of this text, there is either a spelling or punctuation error. For each line, write the correctly spelled word, or show the correct punctuation, in the space beside the text. Indicate correct lines with a tick. Three examples are given.

A ‘placebo’ is a substance that has no phisical effect, given to someone who 
0   physical
is ill, and the ‘placebo effect happens when the patient reports feeling better 
00  effect’
as a result. Ten years ago a famous placebo surgery experiment took place in 
000  (
America, involving ten voluntears with arthritic knees. Two of them had the 
1

usual surgery, where the knee cap is rinsed out and scraped. The others, were 
2

put under anaesthetic, but the rinse and scrape proceedure was not carried out. 
3

None of the patients new which treatment they had had, but when asked six 
4

months’ later, all ten of them reported feeling much better. The placebo effect 
5

is medicaly recognised, but no one knows how it works. Is it proof of the 
6

Healing powers of the mind? Of course, historically many unscrupulous 
7

‘quacks’, or false doctors, commonly gave patients something ‘more to 
8

please than benifit them’ such as lizard’s blood or crocodile dung. But, 
9

almost unbeleivably, placebos have been used in modern medical trials to 
10

treat and cure numerous psychiatric and medical condition’s. And the bigger 
11

the placebo – big institute, injections, surgery – the bigger the placebo effect. 
12

The question is, if people can convince themselves to get better, is the best, 
13

cheapest and least dangerous way, of treating people simply to return to the days
14

of snake oils and blood-letting leeches, and tell them a hole bunch of lies? 
15
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