Name: _______________________________
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Advanced Language Practice

Grammar Progress Test 3a (Units 11–14)

1
Underline the correct word or phrase in each sentence.

0
Whether this new pay deal will satisfy the unions remains/will remain/is remaining to be seen. 

1
I thought the exam would be really difficult but in fact it mustn’t/couldn’t/
shouldn’t have been easier.

2
This can’t/shouldn’t/won’t be the way – we’ve driven past that bus stop three times now!

3
You must/could/may have worked here longer than me, but that doesn’t mean you can treat me like dirt!

4
Sorry, I must/might/should have told you about the change of plan earlier.

5
You mustn’t/can’t/wouldn’t have finished your homework already!

6
I’m really happy in my new job; I couldn’t/shouldn’t/wouldn’t have found a nicer company. 

7
Could/Would/Should you hear anything, let me know.

8
Well, thanks for the offer – I might/could/would just take you up on it.

9
Sam was an difficult child who couldn’t/wouldn’t/mightn’t do anything his parents asked him to. 

10
I remember when I was thirteen, I must/could/should have friends round to sleep over.

2
Complete each sentence with a suitable phrase of three words containing the word in capital letters. 

0
Oh well, I might as well have another drink, if no one’s in a hurry to leave.     WELL

1
I have no sympathy for her, ______________________________ .     NONE

2
I did tell him, but he didn’t seem concerned ______________________________ .     SLIGHTEST

3
In the end, ______________________________ do was cross our fingers and hope.     ALL

4
I’ve told you ______________________________ , don’t kick the football against the window!     TIME

5
No, ______________________________ , David told Ann that Ross wasn’t coming.     HAPPENED

6
______________________________ most is a really good dance down at the disco.     LIKE

7
Scarcely ______________________________ back home when the neighbours descended on us with tea and cakes.     ARRIVED

8
Was it really necessary? You ______________________________ give them all our personal details, you know.     DIDN’T

9
You really ______________________________ to all this trouble!     GONE

10
Try ______________________________ , I simply couldn’t work out how to assemble the bookshelf.     MIGHT

3
Rewrite each sentence so that it contains the word in bold, and so that the meaning stays the same.

0
In my country all adults are obliged to vote.
obligatory
In my country voting is obligatory for all adults.

1
It might turn cold, so take a jumper. 
case
Take a jumper _______________________________________________ cold.

2
Although it was a lovely morning, rain was forecast for the afternoon. 
may
It _________________________________________ a lovely morning, but rain was forecast for the afternoon.

3
I’m sure that Carol will be there; she never misses a disco trip. 
bound
Carol _______________________________________ there; she never misses a disco trip.

4
Perhaps he didn’t call in at the restaurant, as arranged. 
might
He ___________________________________ in at the restaurant, as arranged.

5
It’s impossible for Keith to have finished the painting already. 
possibly
Keith ___________________________________ finished the painting already.

6
Is it possible that you left it on the bus by mistake? 
made
Do you think you ___________________________________ and left it on the bus?

7
The pay dispute took several weeks of negotiations to resolve. 
only
It was ________________________________________ lasting several weeks that the pay dispute was resolved.

8
It is very important that you never press this button. 
must
On no _________________________________________________ be pressed.

9
The hostages were never actually harmed by the kidnappers. 
ever
At no ________________________________________________ the hostages.

10
You were two hours late, and, if that’s not bad enough, you woke us all up with your noise. 
but
Not only ___________________________________________ you also woke us all up with your noise.

4
Complete the article by writing one word in each gap.

(0) Little did I realise just (1) ____________ hard the war and subsequent economic hardship had hit this once most prosperous of towns. Hardly had I arrived in the town centre from the airport (2) ____________ I was approached by two hungry-looking young boys begging for money. I duly obliged, with what little change I had in my pocket, but (3) ____________ rather alarmed me was to see the public indifference to (4) ____________ obvious plight, something that (5) ____________ have been inconceivable (6) ____________ I last knew this town, in better times, twenty years ago. At that time the citizens (7) ____________ famous for their togetherness and community spirit, and allowing two penniless boys to go hungry 
(8) ____________ possibly have happened.

At the waterfront, scene of so (9) ____________ great classical music concerts over the years, police were out in force. Apparently, a man had been shot in a café, the casual victim of a gang feud. In case anyone (10) ____________ doubt their intent, the uniformed men patrolled menacingly, guns at the ready. Only (11) ____________ much checking of documents (12) ____________ I allowed into the area, one of my favourite old haunts. Over a coffee and brioche, I looked out onto the waterfront, and an uneasy calm descended on the place, as (13) ____________ the shooting incident was only the prelude to something worse. I learned that violent retribution was expected from the man’s gang, at (14) ____________ point I beat a hasty retreat, to the relative safety of my hotel room. There I wished, prayed, for a return to the old days (15) ____________ the only guns I ever saw were in the museum and the only drugs you heard of were sold in pharmacies. 

5
Ten people gave their opinion on a new film. Some of the sentences contain a grammatical mistake. Write the correct version in the space provided at the end of each line, or put a tick if the sentence is already correct.

0
I’ve never seen such an awful film.
(
00
Catherine Danvers is just a so wonderful actor.
such a wonderful
1
It’s not often see you a film of this rare quality.
________________
2
You would be hard pushed to find a better film
________________
than this.
3
I thought the film was utterly rubbish, I’m afraid. 
________________

4
You could wait ten years, and you wouldn’t see 
________________
a better film than this. 

5
I’m not at all impressed by it: all those people who
________________
say how wonderful it is should be mad. 

6
I doubt whether there’s been a worse film in the 
________________
last ten years. 

7
I saw the front cover of the video and I completely 
had to buy it. 
________________

8
I haven’t seen it myself, but my sister said that never 
________________
had she seen such a great film. 

9
Well, it may have won a lot of prizes, but personally 
________________
I thought it was over-rated. 

10
I thought it was a sheer waste of time from start 
________________
to finish. 
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