Name: _______________________________
Date: ___________________

Advanced Language Practice

Grammar Progress Test 1b (Units 1–4)

1
Underline the correct word or phrase in each sentence.

0
Whether this new pay deal will satisfy the unions remains/will remain/is remaining to be seen. 

1
Let me know about the party as soon as you have made/will make/will have made a decision.
2
It won’t be long now before David will go/goes/be going to school.

3
Jack was about to kiss Julia when he noticed/had noticed/was noticing the ring on her hand.

4
The President was to have visited a hospital; instead he rushed/had been rushing/would have rushed to his wife’s bedside.
5
I’m terribly sorry; I had no idea you are/were/had been appointed deputy director.

6
When I got back home after my holiday, I noticed that someone tampered/used to tamper/had been tampering with the lock on my door.

7
When the fire started, what were you doing/had you done/have you been doing?
8
This is the hottest day we’ve had since I arrive/’ve arrived/arrived in England.

9
I’ve decided to carry on living there for ages/now and then/for the time being.
10
Go to the Aer Lingus desk immediately you arrive/when you’ll arrive/on arrival. 

2
Complete each sentence with an appropriate word.

0
I have never seen such a mess in all my born days!

1
It wasn’t ____________ my TV broke down that I realised how attached I am to it.

2
I haven’t been feeling very well of ____________ .

3
The whole country has been buying chocolate bars, but to ____________ , nobody has managed to find the golden ticket.

4
Phone me the ____________ you get there; it’s very important.

5
I was 40 years ____________ to the day that I joined the army.

6
I’ve ____________ to meet anybody who can eat a pizza faster than Tom.

7
It took a good two months ____________ I got the results of my test back.

8
I’m ____________ a lot of difficulties with my maths course – I may give it up.

9
I ____________ to a running club, and we compete most Saturdays.

10
It’s a good qualification to have since it ____________ you can go to university.

3
Rewrite each sentence so that it contains the word in bold, and so that the meaning stays the same.

0
In my country all adults are obliged to vote.
obligatory
In my country voting is obligatory for all adults.

1
I’m beginning to think that deciding to resign wasn’t a great idea. 
doubts
I’m starting to ____________________________________________ to resign. 

2
It will be the first ice hockey stadium I’ve ever been to. 
my
It will be ___________________________________ to an ice hockey stadium.

3
We can’t swim in the sea yet because it’s too cold. 
us
It isn’t warm ________________________________________ swim in the sea.

4
I used to take more exercise than I do now. 
as
I don’t __________________________________________________ I used to.

5
Dinner arrived so late that I wasn’t hungry any more. 
finally
By _____________________________________________ I’d lost my appetite.

6
Five seconds to go, and this great Australian swimmer is about to make history! 
point
Five seconds to go, and this great Australian swimmer ____________________ ________________________________ history!

7
I haven’t been to Argentina since I was two years old. 
last
I was two years old _____________________________________ to Argentina.

8
I haven’t always been such a careful person. 
to
I didn’t ___________________________________________________ careful.

9
This card will give you access to your bank account over the telephone. 
means
Having this card ___________________________________________ to access your bank account over the telephone.

10
I am only up to page seven of the book you lent me. 
read
I have ______________________________________ of the book you lent me.

4
In most lines of this text there is one extra word. Write the extra word, or put a tick if the line is correct. 

E-books

First came the PC, then the internet and e-mail; now the e-book is upon us, a hand-held 
0   was
device similar in size and appearance to a video cassette. The user simply calls up the 
00   (
website on their PC, selects the desired books, after downloads them onto their e-book
1

machine and sits down to read them. For to turn a page the user simply taps the screen.
2

E-book technology is being evolving rapidly, and with some of the latest handhelds you 
3

will even get internet access. But why would one want an e-book machine if in preference 
4

to a book? Well, one selling-point companies emphasised, when these devices had hit the 
5

market a few years ago, is the space they did save when going on holiday. E-books lighten 
6

the load, literally. Ten large novels can be put onto a device that is weighs less than the 
7

average paperback. One can understand why commercial interests seem to be want us to 
8

change. After all, the whole production process from first plan by author until delivery 
9

to the printer has been done electronically for a while since now, so why not save a few 
10

million trees and to cut out the hard copy? The trouble is, there has always been something 
11

so wonderful about browsing in a musty-smelling old bookshop or pristine new one. 
12

Reading with digital books availability tends to be a problem – it all depends what 
13

publishing deals have been struck between the book and e-book publishers. Furthermore, 
14

electronic print takes so long to read – 50% longer than the same words will on paper.
15

5
Complete the article by writing one word in each gap.

Gap year

You’re eighteen, you’ve finished school, got your precious exam grades – but 
(0) what next? The thought of rushing straight off to university and a life of yet 
(1) ____________ books, lessons and essays may not exactly bring joy to your heart. Let’s face (2) ____________ , you do really need that university degree – it’ll 
(3) ____________ no end of help in finding employment if you can just stick it out. So what you (4) ____________ in the meantime is a break – a gap year. This may sound (5) ____________ a wonderful opportunity to chill out and do pretty much nothing all day except (6) ____________ MTV, but don’t succumb to the temptation, whatever (7) ____________ do. Use the time profitably; see it (8) ____________ an opportunity to advance your career prospects and develop your non-academic skills. 

Reliable research shows that employers (9) ____________ favourably on graduate job applicants who opted for a year out, (10) ____________ between school and university, or between university and employment, simply because 
(11) ____________ the extra maturity and experience in life that is gained. Equally other research shows that gap year students adjust (12) ____________ to life at university than those direct from school. 

So what can you do on your gap year? The adventurous and well-off travel the world, often looking for part-time jobs (13) ____________ as bar or waiter work, to finance their travels. Others who want a more guaranteed income, and perhaps hope to 
(14) ____________ up to finance their university studies, prefer to become au pairs or teaching assistants in foreign countries. Whatever you decide, make 
(15) ____________ you use your time profitably.
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